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Norton Vail reflects on 58 years of Boy Scouting 
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NORTON VAIL stands in front of the house he has been 
building for the past seven years At 80 years old, 
Norton still does the carpentry work himself Norton’s 
mailing address is RD 5, Box 330A, Asheboro, NC 27203. 


TENTS MADE BY SCOUTS could be dismantled into 
three sections. Each scout would carry a portion of the 
patrol’s equipment in his backpack. (Photo taken June 
10, 1939 at Russell Park) 


WOLF PATROL, June 11, 1938, included, front row, from left: William Fraser, 
Richard Stack and Hobart Thomas. Second row: Theodore LeVan, Thomas Ward, 
Robert Allen and Norman Neimeyer. 


CAMPING TRIPS have remained popular throughout the years. The picture above was taken in June 1935. 
The scouts are not identified. 


complained about not have 
anything to do in Car¬ 



bondale 

CUB SCOUTS 
Boy Scouting was a 

n ram for boys who were 
:ast 11 years old. In 
1928, the same year Norton 
became scoutmaster, Cub 
Scout Pack 2 formed for 
boys aged 8 to 10. Joe 
Coogan was the first 
cubmaster. In later years, 
Norton became cubmaster 
as well as Scoutmaster. 
Everv Monday evening 
was devoted to Boy Scouts 
and every Friday evening 
was spent with Cub Scouts. 
It was customary for a 
youngster to begin with 


BEAVER PATROL, June 11,1938, included, front row, from left: Ralph Atno, John 
Hopton, William Davis, Wilson Ramsay and Richard Monaghan Second row: 
Douglas Lewis, Gerald Pittaway, Robert Neimeyer and Harold Kolansky. 


JUNE 15, 1946 - Troop 2 scouts march in a parade on Lincoln Avenue. (Notice the 
brick pavement.) 


CAYT'GA PATROL. June 11, 1938, included (front row, from left) Robert Lake, 


Arthur Golden, John Nelson, Harold Dippre and Hobart Thomas Second row: JULY 28, 1940 - Four scouts in front row are, from left Howard Yepson, Ha(ry , 4 

Robert Dunlap. Qiarles Dunlap. Theodore Widmann. Charles Lyden and William McCullough, Dick Smith and Garfield Thomas In second row are Bud Atno and Bill AUGUST 15. 1936 - Assistant Scoutmaster Duane 
Armstrong , Ramsay. Armstrong (left) posses with Scoutmaster Norton Vail 

at Camp Hall 


Carbondale (Pa.) News, Wednesday, February 8, 1984 9 



Carbondale's Troop 2 was active unit 


Continued from page 8 

Cub Scouts and continue 
with Boy Scouts for a 
scouting period of from 
seven to eight years under 
Norton’s tutelege. 

NORTON’S MINISTRY 
Most people would find it 
impossible to squeeze in 
any other activities, but in 
addition to being Car¬ 
bondale’s most seasoned 
scouter, he was deeply 
involved in church work. 
He was a deacon and 
trustee of the Berean 
Baptist Church and 
eventually became an 
ordained minister. When 


the local pastor needed a RETIREMENT 

substitute, Norton was the When Norton retired in 
man to call on. The 1976 he made the decision 
scoutmaster also filled in to leave the Carbondale 
occasionally for Russ area. He had driven 
Edwards at the Waymart through North Carolina a 
Baptist Church. couple of years earlier and 

In 1959 Norton was asked liked that area. After 
to preach at the Baptist researching the weather 
Church in Blooming Grove, bureau’s records, he 
Pike County. Norton told decided that Ashboro, N.C. 
his wife, Alta Mae, that would be the place he 
they would go for three would call home. 

Sundays and evaluate the Norton bought several 
church. The parishoners acres of land in a rural 
loved him and he remained area during the summer of 
their pastor for the next 17 1976. He bought a house 

years. trailer and moved in onto 

his land near the site of the 


recently that he still keeps 
in touch with many of the 
men he once taught as 
scouts. He said that he 
enjoys following the 
progress his former scouts 
have made in life. Doctors, 
lawyers, generals, 
teachers, successful 
businessmen - he in¬ 
fluenced all of their lives 
We’re sure they would all 
like to join us during 
National Boy Scout Week 
(February 5-11) in saluting 
Carbonda le’s most 
renowned scouter - Norton 
Vail. 


house he intended to build. 
For the past seven years he 
has been working on his 
house doing the carpentry, 
plumbing, painting, ana 
even some of the masonry 
work himself. 

Construction work on the 
house all but stopped in 
1982 when Alta Mae Vail 
(the former Alta Mae 
Pierce) died after a 
prolonged illness. Now 
Norton sees no pressing 
need to finish the project, 
so he works on the house at 
a leisurely pace. 

On February 4, Norton 
Vail celebrated his 80th 


birthday. In addition to 
building his house, he still 
enjoys gardening, is active 
in church work, and is 
building a studio in which 
he plans to take up pain¬ 
ting. Scouting is no longer 
one of his primary ac¬ 
tivities. After 58 years of 
scouting (48 scoutmaster), 
he feels it’s time to retire. 

It is fitting that we pay 
tribute to the man who 
influenced the lives of more 
Carbondale are Boy Scouts 
than anyone else. Norton 
Vail - he’s quite a guy! 

Norton told the NEWS 


1938 HEADQUARTERS STAFF: John 
Hopton, Robert Vandenberg and Richard 
Mellow. 


AUGUST ll, 1949 -- Unidentified photo of scouts at Camp Hall, Fiddle Lake 


JULY 28, 1M0 -- Troop 2 scouts pictured from left are: E.J. Burns, Harold Kolansky, 
John Nelson, Charles Avery and Gerald Pittaway. 


AUGUST 13. 1941 - Seated, from left: H. 
Dippre, R. Price, H. Schwarztrauber. 
Standing, J. Coogan, E. Bums, D. Jones, 
T. Widmann, C. Avery. 


JULY 17,1952 - Unidentified photo of scouts at Camp Hall, Fiddle Lake 


JULY 28. 1940 - Seated, from left: Fred Roberts, Harold Dipre, James Caldwell, 
and Harold Schwarztrauber. Standing: Jack Manuell, David Jones, John Booth, 
Robert Lake, Dick Monaghan, and Kenneth Ulmer. 


AUGUST 13, 1941 - Huron Patrol included, 
front row: F.Roberts, C Brownell, 
B.Stephens. Second row: A.Llewellyn, 
G.Bates, R.Barth Back row W.Roberts 
and W.Jones. 


JULY' 3, 1957 -- Pictured at Camp Hall are, first row from left: Norton Vail, Donald Denny. 
Charlie York, George Cotrell, Harry Denny, Bob McCarthy, Robert Powell, Doug Vail and 
Norma Vail. Second row: Mike Lott, Kenny James, A1 Calzola, Phil Heth, Joe Paveroni, 
Howard Piltz, Donald Powell, Jimmy Williams and John Holt. 


AUGUST 1JM7 - Unidentified photo of campers at Camp Hall, Fiddle Lake. 


Photos from collection 
of Norton Vail 


1942 -- Unidentified group of Troop 2 
Scouts. 


and Russell Powell. Second row. Norma Vail, Tommy Coleman. 
Bobby Powell, Doug Vail, Kenny James, Howie Davis, Jimmy 
Tonkin, Louie Crocker. Bobby Parks, Howard Piltz, Anthony 
Rotella, June Vail, and Norton Vail in back row 


JULY. 1958 -Scouts camping at Camp Hall included: (front row 
from left Harry Denney. Jerry Denney, George Cotell. Joe 
Bums. Jimmie Baker. Charlie York, Ralph Sisson, David York, 
Gary Mthalick, Billy McDonough. Al Calzola, Donnie Powell, 


JULY 1962 - Unidentified photo of scouts at Camp Hall 












